Election Observer
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(: Build-It-Yourself Version:>

Overview

This Quick Reference Guide is a ‘build it yourself’ resource that can be taken
into the poll location and used to quickly reference Election Day procedures
and activities.

Refer to your state’s election code to fill in specific information needed to
be a well-informed Election Observer. The election codes by state have
been aggregated by volunteers. Please see your state’s codes by visiting:

https://truethevote.org/info-by-state

Assembly Instructions

Print this document (double-sided, flip on the long edge)

Cut along the dotted line at the bottom of each page.

Align all pages along the top edge and staple.

Your finished document will have handy tabs along the bottom of each
page for quick reference and space for taking notes as you flip the
previous page.

N

6. Keep those elections honest and help true the vote!

== True the Vote

Reference

Order the pages according to the page numbers (don't include this page).

Finished Document
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Polling Place Staff

Lead authority:

Other election workers:

Primary Mission of a Poll Watcher

OBSERVE and DOCUMENT activities of the Election Workers at the poll to ensure that proper elections
procedures are followed. DO NOT TALK or ENGAGE with voters in any way. If a voter or other person
approaches you in the poll, walk over to the LEAD AUTHORITY and ask him/her to explain to the person
that you are not allowed to speak to them.

Staff & Mission Hotline #:
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What to Do If You See an Infraction

» Notify the chief judge / judges of election of
infraction (§ 163-47 & 48)

o If correction made: Document incident noting
correction

o If correction not made: Document incident
noting outcome

¢ Include time and names of Election Workers
involved. DO NOT list names of voters.

« Description of violation:
o What you witnessed and what was said
o FACTS ONLY, leave out opinion/emotion

o Complete INCIDENT REPORT when time
allows

Professional Conduct &
Conflict Resolution

o« Remember: Your PRIMARY MISSION is
observation & documentation

» Be professional in speech and body language

» Tone of voice says more than words chosen

» Avoid being dismissed as “disruptive”

» Know your election code as much as possible

» Ask the chief judge / judges of election to deal
with hostile persons

o Dealing with errors by the chief judge (§
163-47)

o Politely point out correct action from
reference materials

o If not corrected, document and share with
your state’s election authority

Infractions

Conflict Resolution
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Arrival Checklist

e Check in with Chief Judge: The county board will
supply the chief judge with a list of appointed

observers for the polling place.
» Submit any required paperwork upon arrival and

receive ID: The chief judge will verify the observer's
identity.

» Badge if required: A badge will be worn so that
voters and election officals know the observer's role.

o Ask Lead Authority for cell phone policy:
Observers are allowed to use their phones to make or

receive calls, and to take pictures, as long as it does
not affect the privacy or conduct of the election/

election officials.

Poll Layout

 Write your name, poll location info and date at
top of note pad or on your phone

» Record names of all election workers

» Draw a schematic of the poll layout noting the
placement of equipment

Note Taking

¢ Observe and document all activities, include
time of activity and brief description of events

» State observations using facts; DO NOT
INCLUDE OPINIONS
Opening Procedures

Things to watch for during the
opening of the poll:

The polls open at 6:30 a.m. (§ 163-166.25)

The county board of elections, by law, must
"Ensure that adequate procedures are in place at
each voting place for a safe, secure, fair, and
honest election." (§ 163-166.1)

Check that the vote counts on the machines are
set to zero and the ballot boxes, if any, are
empty. (§ 163-33.2)

See that all machines and boxes are sealed prior
to the opening of the polls (§163-166.5)

All voting machines/ballots/ballot boxes are
accounted for and within your line of sight

Opening the Polls


dmarieredmond
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Who can be in the voting area?
According to § 163-166.3

e \oters
e The election officials, observers, assistants

¢ Arunner, only to the extent necessary to annouce
themselves and recieve the voter list

« Interpreters providing assistance to voters

¢ Children under 18 accompanying a parent to vote

¢ Persons admitted to provide assistance to voter
¢ People participating in a simulated election approved
by the county board

¢ Law enforcement officers who are aiding in enforcing
the law (§ 163-48)

Valid Forms of ID If Required by Your
State, as specified in § 163-166.16

e Valid an unexpired or expired within one year: a NC
DL, a special ID for nonoperators, or other form of
non-temporary ID issued by DMV/DOT, a U.S Passport,
a NC photo ID card, a student ID card, an employee ID
card issued by a state or local government entity.

o Any expired form of ID from a voter over 65
will be excepted, provided the ID was
unexpired before their 65th birthday.

e A DL from a different state can be used if the voter's
registration was within 90 days of the election.

e A military ID card, a veterans ID card, a tribal
enrollment card, an ID card issued by a department,
agency, or entity of the United States government or
this State for a government program of public
assistance.

e Exceptions to having to provide an ID: religious
objection, the voter was reasonably impeded from
having their photo taken for an ID, or they were the
victim of a natural disaster within the last 100 days.

o Allthose who claim one of these exceptions
will complete an affidavit to confirm they're a

registered voter and cast a provisional ballot.

Voting Area

Valid Forms of ID
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Page 5

Voter Check-In

A person seeking to vote shall enter the voting enclosure, or polling place. A precinct official assigned to check
registration will ask the voter for their name and current address. The voter will respond with the information as well
as valid photo identification. After examination, that official shall state whether or not that voter is duly registered to

vote in that precinct. (§ 163-166.7)

If a precinct official states that the person is duly registered, the voter will sign their name on the pollbook, other
voting record, or voter authorization document (if the voter cannot sign their name, then the precinct officer will
sign before the voter can vote), then they will be given an official ballot and directed to the voting equipment to
vote. The precinct officials will provide any information/assistance the voter needs. (§ 163-166.7)

If the voter's identity is not found to be a qualified voter, they will be challenged. The challenge will be immediately
dealt with by the chief judge and judges of election. If the judges of election present unanimously agree that the
photo identification presented does not bear a reasonable resemblance to that voter, they will not be allowed to
vote, though they can still vote provisionally if they cannot produce a valid form of ID. If the challenged voter insists
that they are qualified, they will need to take a sworn oath that they are a qualified voter in the United States, they
have not voted, and they are a qualified voter in that precinct. If the challenged voter takes that oath, the precinct
officials conducting the hearing may, nevertheless, sustain the challenge unless they are satisfied that the
challenged registrant is a legal voter. Once they are satisfied, the voter will be allowed to vote. The chief judge or
judge of election will write on the registration record and on the pollbook opposite the registrant's name "sworn." (§
163-88.)

Voter Check-In
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Page 6

Paper Ballots and Ballot Box Electronic Ballots

Electronic voting machines cannot be connected to a
network, and any function allowing it to connect to a
network must be turned off. (§ 163-165.7)

Paper ballots "shall be maintained in a secure
fashion" (§ 163-165.7)

Paper ballots marked by the voter and
counted by hand shall be deemed a certified
voting system. (§ 163-165.7)

Electronic voting machines must leave a paper trail to
serve as a back up if a hand count is necessary. (§
163-165.7)

As stated in the previous section "Opening the
Polls", the safety and security of ballots must
be maintained. The secrecy of a voter's ballot
must also be a high priority.

The voting machines will be tested prior to elecion
day. (08 NCAC 04.0307)

There are laws for depositing early ballots and
absentee ballots in ballot boxes (§ 163-231 & § °
(163-166.45), but otherwise the law does not
specify where they go in the polling place on

election day. You can talk to your county °
board of elections about the specific
guidelines your polling place must follow to

ensure your elections are secure. *

Paper Ballots Electronic Ballots
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Provisional Ballots

f the individual can't be found to be a registered
voter on the official list of voters, but they insist
on voting, they can vote by provisional ballot.
Some examples of the issue are:

e Voteris in the wrong precinct

e \oter has an address that is outside the
country

e Voter cannot produce a valid form of ID ((§
163-166.16)

e \oter not qualified but insist on voting

Provisional ballot procedures that should be
followed in your state:

e The voter must sign a written statement that
they are a registered voter in the jurisdiction
in which the individual seeks to vote & is
eligible to vote in that election. (§ 163-166.11)

» The election official issuing the ballot will
annotate in writing or other means on the
ballot that it is a provisional ballot. (§ 163 -
166.11A)

» A voter who has moved into the county more
than 30 days before the election and didn't
report the move to the county board of
election can cast an absentee ballot
according to the provisions in § 163-166.11.

After casting a provisional ballot, the election
officals will give the voter instructions on how
to tell if their vote was counted after the
election. (§ 163-166.11)

Mail Ballots

Mail Ballots: The county will count all absentee
ballots the night before the election, then send out a
list of all those who have voted absentee to election
officals. If anyone comes in wanting to vote that has
already voted by absentee ballot, they will be
challenged. (§ 163-232)

e The county board of elections shall meet at
5:00 P.M. on election day in the board office
or other public location in the county
courthouse for the purpose of counting all
absentee ballots except those which have
been challenged before 5:00 P.M. on election
day, those received on election day, & those
received pursuant to G.S. 163-231(b)(2). Any
elector of the county shall be permitted to
attend the meeting & allowed to observe the
counting process, so long as the elector does
not in any manner interfere with the election
officials in the discharge of their duties. ((§
163-234)

o Absentee ballot must have signatures from
two witnhesses (§ 163-231.)

Provisional Ballots

Mail Ballots
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Curbside Voting

For voters physically able to make it to the polling place, but unable to enter polling place due to physical disability &/
or physical barriers, they will be allowed to vote from their car or in the immediate proximity of the polling place. (§

(163-166.9.)

Rules on Voters Needing Assistance

Only those who have a physical disability and are unable to enter the voting booth without assistance or unable to mark
a ballot without assistance, and those who are illiterate or blind may request assistance. After stating their reason for
assistance to the chief judge, they will be allowed to choose someone to help them. If the person chosen meets the
criteria of being allowed to offer assistance, then they can assist the voter in voting. The precinct officials will maintain a
log of who gives assistance to any voter in the voting place. (§ 163-166.8)

Who may provide assistance to a voter?

The voter's spouse, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law,
son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild, as chosen by the voter. The chief judge, one of the other election officials, or one of
the assistants may provide aid to the voter if so requested. They cannot receive assistance from their employer/agent of
employer/officer or agent of their union. (§ 163-166.8)

Electioneering

There can be no electioneering in the buffer zone, which is a limit of more than 50 feet and no less than 25 feet away
from the polling place. Outside of this range, people are allowed to distribute campaign literature, place political
advertising, solicit votes, or otherwise engage in election-related activity. (§ 163-166.4)

Curbside Voting Voters Needing Assistance Electioneering
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Closing Procedures

« State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules for closing the voting place, so it is not explicitly stated in the law, but
the law does provide a framework for these rules. (§ 163-166.10)

e Precinct officials must perform the following:

o Count votes, when they're required to be counted at the voting place. Counting at the precinct will include
precinct officials of all political parties present; counting at the county board of elections will include the
supervision of board members of all political parties presen(§ 163-182.2)

o If there is any discrepancy between the hand-counted and machine-counted votes, the hand-counted
amount will be the official amount. § 163-182.2

o Write an unofficial report of the returns for the county board of elections (§ 163-166.17)
o Certify election integrity and the safety of the ballots at the polls (§ 163-166.17)
o Return official ballots and equipment to the county board of elections (§ 163-166.17)

¢ Any member of the public wishing to witness vote count at any level shall be allowed to do so (§ 163-182.2)

Voting After the Polls Close

¢ Doors close at 7:30pm. (See Additional Notes section for §163-166.25 - Hours for voting.)

¢ If the polls were delayed in opening by more than 15 minutes, they can extend the closing time by an equal
amount.

e Anyone in line to vote when the polls close will still be allowed to vote.

¢ Anyone who votes after 7:30 by a federal order or any other lawful order will be allowed to vote by provisional

ballot.
Securing and Transporting Ballots / Equipment

o All official ballots -- regular/provisional/voted/unvoted/& spoiled -- must be accounted for and returned to the
county board of elections. (§ 163-166.10 and § 163-166.11)
o There must be "prompt and secure transmission of official ballots from the voting place to the county
board of elections" following the count. (§ 163 182.2)
e Precinct officials from more than one party must certify the ballots & voter-authorization documents. (§ 163-166.17)
e Registration documents & information gathered through the voting process helpful in maintaining the accuracy of
the voter registration records will be delivered to the county board of elections.
e Any member of the public wishing to witness vote count at any level shall be allowed to do so. (§ 163-182.2.)

Breaking Down Equipment

» State law requires poll workers to account for all election equipment and return it to the county board of
elections. For more specific instructions please reach out to your county board.

Closing the Poll
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Election Observers MUST

e Be appointed by the chair of their party

e Bearegistered voter in that county

e Allow the chief judge to verify their identity

e Wear a badge or ID tag that lets voters and election officials know their role at the polling place.

e No more than three observers from the same political party can be present in the polling place at the same
time.

e Serve at least four hours before being relieved by another observer.
e Observers are not required to take an oath of office

Election Observers MAY

e Berelieved by another observer at any point throughout the day (but must observe for at least four hours).
e Be challenged if the judge has evidence that the observer could impact the conduct of the election.

e Take notes using an electronic device, or with pen and paper

e Listen to election-related conversations between a voter and an election official

e Communicate via their phone outside of the voting enclosure

e Take photos inside the polling place before it opens and after it closes, provided that it doesn't affect opening or
closing procedures and secrecy is maintained for the election results.

e Obtain copies of the list of persons who have voted at each voting place during the times the voting place is open
for voting, and observes must be allowed to inspect election records so that the observer can create a list of who has
voted at each voting place. Observers must be able to obtain copies of the list at least three times each day with at
least one hour between obtaining the copies

e Move about the voting place, including the area for curbside voting
e Beremoved by the chief judge:

o the chief judge should, whenever possible, first issue a verbal or written warning and give the observer the
opportunity to correct their behavior. The chief judge must include evidence that the observer could impact
the conduct of the election

o if the behavior is not corrected, the chief judge must tell the county board of elections, then the county will
notify the appointed authority so a new observer can come in to take their place.

Election Observers MAY NOT

e Tape, record, photograph or otherwise document how a voter voted on their ballot.
e Make or receive calls in the polling place
e Engage in electioneering

e [ntimidate voters

Election Observer Rules & Privileges
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§ 163 166.16. Requirement for photo identification to vote in person.
..(d) Exceptions are provided for a registered voter who does not produce an acceptable form of identification as required:
(1) If a registered voter does not produce an acceptable form of photograph identification due to a religious objection to being photographed, the
registered voter may complete an affidavit under penalty of perjury at the voting place and affirm that the registered voter:
(i) is the same individual who personally appears at the voting place;
(ii) will cast the provisional ballot while voting in person; &
(iii) has a religious objection to being photographed. Upon completion of the affidavit, the registered voter may cast a provisional ballot.

(2) If a registered voter does not produce an acceptable form of photograph ID because the registered voter suffers from an impediment that prevents
the registered voter from presenting photograph ID the registered voter may complete an affidavit under the penalty of perjury at the voting place & affirm
that the registered voter:

(i) is the same individual who personally appears at the voting place;

(ii) will cast the provisional ballot while voting in person; &

(iii) suffers from an impediment that prevents the registered voter from presenting photograph identification. The registered voter also shall complete an
impediment declaration form ... Upon completion of the affidavit, the registered voter may cast a provisional ballot.

(3) If aregistered voter does not produce an acceptable form of photograph identification due to being a victim of a natural disaster occurring within 100
days before election day that resulted in a disaster declaration by the President of U.S./Governor of State, the registered voter may complete an affidavit under
penalty of perjury at the voting place & affirm that the registered voter:

(i) is the same individual who personally appears at the voting place;

(ii) cast the provisional ballot while voting in person; &

(iii) a victim of a natural disaster occurring within 100 days before election day that resulted in a disaster declaration by the President of U.S./Governor of
this State. Upon completion of the affidavit, the registered voter may cast a provisional ballot.

§163 231.Voting absentee ballots and transmitting them to the county board of elections.
(a) Procedure for Voting Absentee Ballots. — In the presence of two persons who are at least 18 years of age, and who are not disqualified the voter shall do all
of the following:

(1) Mark the voter's ballots/cause them to be marked by that person in the voter's presence according to the voter's instruction.

... (5) Require those 2 persons in whose presence the voter marked that voter's ballots to sign the application/certificate as witnesses/& indicate those
persons' addresses. Failure to list a ZIP code does not invalidate the application & certificate.

(6) Do one of the following:

a. Have the application notarized.
b. Have the two persons in whose presence the voter marked that voter's ballots to certify that the voter is the registered voter submitting the marked
ballots...

... (1) All ballots shall be transmitted by mail/commercial courier service, at the voter's expense/delivered in person/by the voter's near relative/or verifiable
legal guardian & received by county board not later than 5:00 p.m. on day of the statewide election/county bond election. Ballots may also be electronically
transmitted.

(2) If ballots are received later than the hour ballots shall not be accepted unless one of the following applies:

a. Federal law so requires.

b. The ballots are postmarked and that postmark is dated on/before the day of election/county bond election & are received by the county board of
elections not later than 3 days after the election by 5:00 p.m. ...
Section 163-232 - Certified list of executed absentee ballots; distribution of list
(b) No later than 10:00 A.M. on election day, the county board of elections shall cause one copy of the list of executed absentee ballots, which may be a
continuing countywide list or a separate list for each precinct, to be immediately (i) submitted electronically in a manner approved by the State Board or (ii)
deposited as "first-class" mail to the State Board. The board shall retain one copy in the board office for public inspection and the board shall cause two copies
of the appropriate precinct list to be delivered to the chief judge of each precinct in the county. The county board of elections shall be authorized to call upon
the sheriff of the county to distribute the list to the precincts. In addition the county board of elections shall, upon request, provide a copy of the complete list
to the chair of each political party, recognized under the provisions of G.S. 163-96, represented in the county.
The chief judge shall post one copy of the list immediately in a conspicuous location in the voting place and retain one copy until all challenges of absentee
ballots have been heard by the county board of elections. Challenges shall be made to absentee ballots as provided in G.S. 163-96.
(c) After receipt of the list of absentee voters required by this section the chief judge shall call the name of each person recorded on the list and enter an "A" in
the appropriate voting square on the voter's permanent registration record, or a similar entry on the computer list used at the polls. If such person is already
recorded as having voted in that election, the chief judge shall enter a challenge which shall be presented to the county board of elections for resolution by
the board of elections prior to certification of results by the board.
(d) All lists required by this section shall be retained by the county board of elections for a period of 22 months after which they may then be destroyed.

§ 163-166.25 - Hours for voting. (b) If any voter is in line to vote at the time the polls are closed, that voter shall be permitted to vote. No voter shall be
permitted to vote who arrives at the voting place after the closing of the polls.

(c) Any voter who votes after the statutory poll closing time of 7:30 P.M. by virtue of a federal/ or State court order or any other lawful order, including an
order of a county board of elections, shall be allowed to vote, under the provisions of that order, only by using a provisional official ballot. Any special
provisional official ballots cast under this subsection shall be separated, counted, and held apart from other provisional ballots cast by other voters not under
the effect of the order extending the closing time of the voting place. If the court order has not been reversed or stayed by the time of the county canvass, the
total for that category of provisional ballots shall be added to the official canvass. ...

Additional Notes
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c. Establish more than one voting location for voters in a given precinct. Such a voting place may be located in another NC county adjacent to the precinct, to be staffed and managed by workers employed by
or appointed by the county board establishing the additional voting location. Approval of the Exec Director of the State Board is required, consistent with G.S. § 163-130.2. Any polling place established under
this provision may be co-located with another precinct’s voting location, but the materials, tabulators, and voting processes shall be keptseparate for each precinct’s voters at that location.

d. Allow the central transfer precinct to be used by any county voter on Election Day. If the county codes its ballots by style, the county board shall write the precinct designation on the voter’s ballot, to facilitate
the post-election precinct sort.

Notice of any modification under this section shall be given to the affected voters by mail, as soon as possible following approval of the modification. The county board shall also cause the notice to be
immediately delivered to all local media and the chairs of the county political parties, and shall be posted on the county board’s website as soon as possible. Staff shall also make reasonable efforts to post notice
of such changes at as many disaster shelters and other places where disaster relief is provided to the general public within the county as possible.

Counties are encouraged to consider what option above is best for the disaster-related needs of the county. For example, co-locating voting locations under b. and c. above may be preferable if the county has
sufficient poll workers to staff both precincts at the locations, while a temporary transfer under a. may be preferable in the event of a poll worker shortage.

3. Poll Worker Recruitment and Assignment. Pursuant to G.S. § 163-27.1, by way of this resolution, the boards of elections for the same counties identified above are authorized to do the following, by
bipartisan majority vote (unless action by the chair is authorized by statute), to the extent each action is required by the effects of the disaster:

a. Appoint election officials for early voting and Election Day voting sites who are registered voters of other North Carolina counties.

b. Appoint election officials for Election Day voting sites without regard to the official’s precinct of residence.

c. Ifthe chairis filling a vacancy in an existing appointment, the chair shall replace the official with someone of the same party to the extent that is possible and must strive to maintain bipartisan
representation among the judges at all sites, to the extent possible. As the county board makes Election Day preparations, an election official’s failure to return contact or confirm availability to serve with the
county board office constitutes a vacancy for “any other cause” under G.S. § 163-41(d).

d. Appoint emergency election day assistants and assign them to a precinct.

e. Reassign poll workers to locations for which they had not been originally designated, to ensure there is sufficient knowledge and experience at each voting site.

County boards may, without needing to take a vote, administer the oath of office to election officials who must be sworn in before Election Day by electronic or telephonic means, and obtain assistance in
training poll workers from the State Board staff or from staff of other county boards of elections as may be available

to assist.

Notice of any appointments made under this section shall be given to the appointed official by mail and email as soon as possible following the appointment, or may be delivered in person. The county board
shall also cause the notice to be immediately delivered to all local media and the chairs of the county political parties, and shall be posted on the county board’s website as soon as possible.

4. Absentee Ballot Processing. Pursuant to G.S. § 163-27.1, by way of this resolution, the boards of elections for the affected counties identified above shall do the following:

a. Process an absentee ballot request from a voter or a voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian in person at the county board office up until the day before the election, similar to the provision in G.S.§
163-230.1(b). The voter or the voter’s near relative or verifiable legal guardian is still required to complete the absentee request form with the required personal information, and that information must be
verified as with any absentee request. But the board may provide the voter or voter’s near relative or verifiable legal guardian with the voter’s absentee ballot envelope at the office location.

b. Process a spoil-and-reissue or cure of an absentee ballot from a voter in person at the county board office. A voter’s near relative or verifiable legal guardian may retrieve any reissued ballot package
(following a spoilage) or any required cure documentation to take to a voter who is required to cure a deficiency with an absentee ballot. The county board shall maintain a log of such transactions,
consistent with the contents of the log maintained for the delivery of absentee ballots.

c. Accept the delivery of completed absentee ballots from Election Day voting sites operated by the voter's county board, as long as those ballots were delivered to the voting site by 7:30 pm on Election Day.
Precinct officials shall maintain a log of such ballots and chain-of-custody documentation, consistent with how early voting officials carry out this task, to be delivered to the county board office when
supplies are returned on election night.

d. Accept the delivery of completed absentee ballots by mail, commercial delivery service, or delivery by a staff member of a county board or State Board if those ballots were delivered to another county
board of elections or the State Board, as long as those ballots were delivered to a North Carolina county board of elections or the State Board by 7:30 pm on Election Day and ultimately received by the board
of elections for the voter’s county by the day before county canvass.

5. Absentee Voting for Affected Voters. Pursuant to G.S. § 163-27.1, by way of this resolution, voters registered in the same counties identified above, or their near relatives or verifiable legal guardians, may
hand-deliver their completed absentee ballot to another North Carolina county’s board of elections office or the State Board office so long as it is received by 7:30 pm on Election Day. The county board office or
State Board that receives such an out-of-county absentee ballot shall immediately date-stamp the absentee ballot envelope and shall ensure that the ballots of such voters are delivered to the board of elections
office for the voter’s county by the day before county canvass, either by trackable mail, commercial delivery service, or delivery by a staff member of the county board or State Board. The State Board or county
board receiving the out-of-county ballot shall note the date, time, individual receiving the ballot, and individual delivering the ballot, as well as the affected county to which it will be sent, in a log. On a weekly
basis and on Election Night, each receiving county shall report to the State Board the number of ballots received in such a manner for each affected county. If delivery to the voter's county board is made by staff
of the county board or State Board, transport of the ballots shall be in a sealed, secure container, with documentation of the chain of custody.

6. Multipartisan Assistance Teams (MATs). Pursuant to G.S. § 163-27.1, by way of this resolution, the boards of elections for the same counties identified above, by bipartisan majority vote, are authorized to do
the following:

a. Appoint MAT members who are registered voters of other North Carolina counties.

b. Appoint MAT members who are unaffiliated or affiliated with a minor political party by bipartisan majority vote, where there are insufficient registered voters to appoint to a MAT from each of the two
political parties with the highest number of affiliated voters in the State.

c. Schedule MATSs to assist with absentee ballot requests and absentee voting at disaster shelters and other places where disaster relief is provided to the general public, to the same extent that MATSs are
authorized to assist in covered care facilities. MATs in these counties are also authorized to receive and deliver to the county board of elections the completed absentee ballot envelopes or ballot cure
documentation for any voters, regardless of disability, at any site that the MAT is authorized to serve, either under state law or under this resolution. If a MAT member fails to sign the assistance section of the
absentee envelope, that is not a ballot application deficiency, as long as the county board can otherwise determine that assistance was provided by the MAT.

7.Voter Registration and Office Operations. Pursuant to G.S. § 163-27.1, by way of this resolution, the staff of the State Board is authorized to process voter registration applications for the counties identified
above. This includes data entry and sending voter registration verification mailings, as needed. Similarly, a board of elections for the same counties identified above may authorize elections staff from another
county or the State Board to carry out voter registration or any other administrative functions of the office.

8. Coordination with State Division of Emergency Management. By way of this resolution, the State Board acknowledges the need for continued coordination with the North Carolina Division of Emergency
Management (NCEM) to provide aid to the local jurisdictions in support of elections. The task force between the State Board and NCEM is actively coordinating the resources and support needed by the affected
counties to conduct elections in each county. The State Board's Executive Director shall designate a liaison to each of the affected county boards of elections to coordinate needed resources, which may include
but are not limited to temporary facilities, generators, temporary restrooms, and other needs, utilizing

such means as are necessary through the State Emergency Operations Center and assisted by such other personnel as necessary.

RESOLUTION REGARDING THE CONDUCT OF EARLY VOTING, ELECTION DAY VOTING, ABSENTEE VOTING, AND VOTER
REG FOR THE 2024 GENERAL ELECTION IN THE 13 COUNTIES MOST AFFECTED BY TROPICAL STORM HELENE
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