Election Observer
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(: Build-It-Yourself Version:>

Overview

This Quick Reference Guide is a ‘build it yourself’ resource that can be taken
into the poll location and used to quickly reference Election Day procedures
and activities.

Refer to your state’s election code to fill in specific information needed to
be a well-informed Election Observer. The election codes by state have
been aggregated by volunteers. Please see your state’s codes by visiting:

https://truethevote.org/info-by-state

Assembly Instructions

Print this document (double-sided, flip on the long edge)

Cut along the dotted line at the bottom of each page.

Align all pages along the top edge and staple.

Your finished document will have handy tabs along the bottom of each
page for quick reference and space for taking notes as you flip the
previous page.

N

6. Keep those elections honest and help true the vote!

== True the Vote

Reference

Order the pages according to the page numbers (don't include this page).

Finished Document
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Polling Place Staff

Lead authority:

Other election workers:

Primary Mission of a Poll Watcher

OBSERVE and DOCUMENT activities of the Election Workers at the poll to ensure that proper elections
procedures are followed. DO NOT TALK or ENGAGE with voters in any way. If a voter or other person
approaches you in the poll, walk over to the LEAD AUTHORITY and ask him/her to explain to the person
that you are not allowed to speak to them.

Staff & Mission Hotline #:
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What to Do If You See an Infraction Professional Conduct &
Conflict Resolution
* Notify Lead Authority of infraction » Remember: Your PRIMARY MISSION is
* If correction made: Document incident noting observation & documentation
correction » Be professional in speech and body language
o If correction not made: Document incident » Tone of voice says more than words chosen

noting outcome » Avoid being dismissed as “disruptive”

¢ Include time and names of Election Workers

¢ Know your election code as much as possible
involved. DO NOT list names of voters. y P

. L o Ask Lead Authority to deal with hostile
« Description of violation:

persons
o What you witnessed and what was said « Dealing with errors by LEAD AUTHORITY
o FACTS ONLY, leave out opinion/emotion o Politely point out correct action from
o Complete INCIDENT REPORT when time reference materials
allows

o If not corrected, document and share with
your state’s election authority

Infractions Conflict Resolution
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Arrival Checklist Note Taking
« Check in with Presiding Judge: At check-in, » Observe and document all activities, include
watcher to deliver certificates of appointment time of activity and brief description of events

and training completion. o State observations using facts; DO NOT

o Submit any required paperwork upon arrival and INCLUDE OPINIONS
receive ID: Certificates of appointment, training
completion and takes oath. Receives badge
from election officer before starting poll
watching service.

Opening Procedures

Things to watch for during the opening
o Badge if required: Badge given by election

- of the poll:

officer.
« Ask Lead Authority for cell phone policy: No * All security seals were intact prior to poll

cellphone use within 100 feet of polling station. opening

o All ballots boxes were empty (if using paper

Poll Layout ballots)
« Write your name, poll location info and date at * All voting machines/ballots/ballot boxes are

top of note pad accounted for and within your line of sight

e Record names of all election workers

o Draw a schematic of the poll layout noting the
placement of equipment

Opening the Polls
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Who can be in the voting area? Valid Forms of ID If Required by Your State

The following are acceptable forms of identification.
e \oters Each identification must be current, valid and must

» Lead Authority, Election Workers, Poll Watchers contain a photograph of the voter.

* Interpreters providing assistance to voters « Nevada Driver's license
« Children under 18 accompanying a parent to vote « ID issued from the Nevada DMV
« Persons admitted to provide assistance to voter * U.S. passport or passport card

* Employee ID card issued by U.S. Government,
State, County, Municipality, Board, Authority, or
other subdivision of Nevada

« Pilots license issued by the Federal Aviation
Administration or other authorized agency in the U.S.
« U.S. Military ID card

» Valid Veteran ID card issued by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Health
Administration

* Medicare or Medicaid card issued by the U.S.
Health Care Financing Administration

« Certified copy of birth certificate issued in the U.S.
« Certified copy of naturalization

« Valid student ID card issued by an institution of
higher education in Nevada

« Valid ID issued by a federally recognized tribal
government certifying tribal membership.

« Voting machine technicians

Voting Area Valid Forms of ID
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Voter Check-In

Voter Check-In
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Paper Ballots and Ballot Box Electronic Ballots
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Paper Ballots Electronic Ballots
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Page 7

Provisional Ballots Mail Ballots
When the eligibility of the voter is in question, a
voter should be given a provisional ballot. Some
examples are: .

e Voter is in the wrong precinct

e Voter has an address that is outside the
country .

e Voter not qualified but insist on voting

Provisional ballot procedures that should be .
followed in your state:

Provisional Ballots Mail Ballots
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Curbside Voting

Rules on Voters Needing Assistance

Who may provide assistance to a voter?

Electioneering

Curbside Voting Voters Needing Assistance

Electioneering
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Page 9

Closing Procedures

e Securing and Transporting Ballots / Equipment: Election officer secures and inactivates voting equipment.

» Breaking Down Equipment (Notes from your state's election code)

» Election workers are responsible for breaking down equipment; poll watchers only observe and document
the process.

Voting After the Polls Close

e Doors close at 7:00pm.

« Presiding judge shall direct waiting voters to enter the polling place and close it to others.

e If not possible, presiding judge shall distribute numbered identification cards to those waiting voters and
permit entry after closing only by those possessing a numbered identification card.

Securing and Transporting Ballots / Equipment

e FElection officer secures and inactivates voting equipment at closing of the polling place and as prescribed
by the secretary of state so that its unauthorized operation is prevented.

Breaking Down Equipment

Closing the Poll
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Page 10

Election Observers MUST

« Observers are required to sign a form at the voting site before beginning observation.

« Wear a Name Tag: Observers must wear a name tag showing their full name.

« Observers must sign the Polling Place Observer Acknowledgment form.

« Sit or Stand in the Public Viewing Area:

« The Team Leader will designate the location and observers may view election activities from this area as long as they do
not disrupt the election process. The designated area must allow for meaningful observation but must not be located in
an area that would allow an observer to infringe on the privacy and confidentiality of the ballot of the voter

Election Observers MAY

« Observers may ask Election Workers questions if it doesn’t impede the processing of voters.

Election Observers MAY NOT

- Disrupt Voting or Election Workers: No one may disrupt the voting process or the work of voting site staff, e.g.,
observers must keep conversation with election workers to a minimum.

« Converse with Voters: Conversation with voters in the voting area is not allowed.

« Electioneer/Campaign: No one may electioneer/campaign inside the voting site, i.e., wearing or bringing any campaign
item into the voting area is not allowed.

« Use Electronic Communication Devices or Computers: Observers must turn off two-way radios, cell phones, and
computers inside the voting area. Voters may use cell phones only for viewing their sample ballot.

- Photograph, Videotape, or Sound Record Voting: A member of the general public may not make a visual or audio
reproduction of the conduct of voting at a voting site. Cameras, audio recorders, video cameras, etc., must be deposited
with the Team Leader. Owners may retrieve their property when they leave the voting area.

- View Voter Information or Ballots: Observers may not view the personal information of a voter, a voter's ballot, or
selections on a voting machine.

- Listen to Election Worker Conversations: Observers may not listen to any conversation between election workers or
between a voter and election workers.

Election Observer Rules & Privileges
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Mail Ballots

"Mail-in ballots are automatically sent out to each Nevada registered voter.
If you prefer voting in person, you may opt out of receiving a mail-in ballot and cast your vote at your local polling place.

NRS 293.269911 Preparation and distribution of mail ballots; exceptions; mail ballot contents; time for distribution; mootness of untimely legal action which would
prevent distribution.
1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the county clerk shall prepare/distribute to each active registered voter in the county & each person who registers to vote or
updates voter registration information not later than the 14 days before the election a mail ballot for every election. The county clerk shall make reasonable accommodations for the
use of the mail ballot by a person who is elderly/disabled by providing, upon request, the mail ballot in 12-point type to a person who is elderly/disabled.
2. The county clerk shall allow a voter to elect not to receive a mail ballot pursuant to this section by submitting to county clerk a written notice in the form prescribed by the
county clerk which must be received by the county clerk not later than 60 days before the day of the election.
3. The county clerk shall not distribute a mail ballot to any person who:

(a) Registers to vote for the election pursuant to the provisions of NRS 293.5772 to 293.5887, inclusive; or

(b) Elects not to receive a mail ballot pursuant to subsection 2.
4. The mail ballot must include all offices/candidates/& measures upon which the voter is entitled to vote...
5. Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and 3, the mail ballot must be distributed to:

(a) Each active registered voter who:

(1) Resides within the State, not later than 20 days before the election; &
(2) Except as otherwise provided in par. (c), resides outside the State, not later than 40 days before election.

(b) Each active registered voter who registers to vote after the dates set for distributing mail ballots pursuant to par. (a) but who is eligible to receive a mail ballot pursuant to
subsection 1, not later than 13 days before election.

(c) Each covered voter who is entitled to have a military-overseas ballot transmitted pursuant to the provisions of chapter 293D of NRS or the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act, 52 U.S.C. §§ 20301 et seq., not later than the time required by those provisions.
6. Inthe case of a special election where no candidate for federal office will appear on the ballot, the mail ballot must be distributed to each active registered voter not later than
15 days before special election. ...

NRS 293.269913 Methods of distribution and other requirements for mail ballots and supporting materials; recordation of certain information by county clerk.

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, NRS 293.269911 and chapter 293D of NRS, the county clerk shall send to each active registered voter by first-class mail/any class of
mail if the Official Election Mail logo/an equivalent logo/mark created by the US.P.S. ...

2. In sending a mail ballot to an active registered voter, county clerk shall use an envelope that may not be forwarded to an address of voter that is different from the address to
which the mail ballot is mailed.

3. Thereturn envelope must include postage prepaid by First class mail if the active registered voter is within the boundaries of the U.S /its territories/possessions/or on a military
base

Additional Notes
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